I first met Margalith Galun about half a century ago at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem where she was studying botany with Prof. Thelma Reiss and I was editing the Israel Journal of Botany (and other Israel journals) for the Research Council. We met each other over the years and more frequently after I moved to Rehovot where she and her husband Prof. Esra Galun had moved earlier.
Margalith had studied under Prof. Reichert at the Faculty of Agriculture in Rehovot and then became Professor at Tel Aviv University. One day in 1985 Margalith told me about the development of symbiosis into a full important discipline of its own and that it was time to found a journal to gather papers now scattered in disciplines such as botany, microbiololgy, zoology, ecology and many more to find symbiosis articles under one cover to ease communication among symbiosis researchers. As a publisher, I said, let's make one! From that day, it was a fruitful friendly collaboration.
As production editor I offered Suzanne Trauffer who moved to Italy and then to the States. Margalith was concerned about the distance, but since in today's electronic world it is expertise, intelligence and dedication which matter, this turned into a very happy collaboration which continues today with her successor, Prof. David Richardson.
Then Margalith was concerned about distribution of the journal and creating a forum where symbiosis scientists could meet. Thus with the collaboration of friends -Prof. James White, Prof. John Lee, Prof. Sir David Smith and Prof. Douglas Zook -Margalith founded the International Symbiosis Society and organized its first congress in Jerusalem in 1991. Of course Prof. Lynn Margulis was one of the first adherents who earlier had proposed symbiosis as a discipline on its own.
Margalith Students (1977 Students ( -1980 Margalith served on the editorial boards of several journals (Israel Journal of Botany, Endocytobiosis, Cell Research, Lichen Physiology and Biochemistry). She authored two books: The Lichens of Israel and The Guide to Israeli Lichens (in Hebrew in collaboration with Prof. Garti) and edited the three volumes of The Handbook of Lichenology published by CRC. In addition she published over 90 research articles including reviews, symposia and chapters in scientific books. Until her death she was Professor Emeritus at the Department of Plant Sciences of Tel-Aviv University.
I saw Margalith regularly during her long painful illness. Her mind was clear to the end and she retained her interest in symbiosis to her last days. She had come to the last conferences in Vienna, her home town, and Paris. Accompanied by her devoted son, Eithan, and her devoted aide, Vilma Lim, she planned to come to Cracow even as her strength waned further. She continued as long as she could… Margalith Galun died on April 16, 2012 after an extended illness. She left her husband, two sons and eight grandchildren.
My tribute to a great scientist, a great friend and a great lady.
Margalith and Esra Galun

